
 
Dear Families,   November 28 – December 2, 2016 
 
I hope you had a nice holiday weekend.  With the weather shifting 
from snowy to muddy and wet, thanks for remembering to send 
appropriate clothing every day, including shoes to wear in the 
building.  

The elements of non-fiction we’ve been working with in our Expert books 
(factual information, diagrams, labels, complete sentences and more), will be covered 
further in our shared reading on Seahorses this week.  We’ll also be practicing the 
comprehension skill of generating questions during reading by using a 
K-W-L (what we Know-what we Want to know-what we Learned) chart. 
 In math the students will be learning some different formal 
addition algorithms, with regrouping and moving ones to the tens place. 
Many of us adults learned this as “carrying.” We’ll also be exploring 
another strategy, called Partial-Sums, where the ones and tens are 
partially combined, and then added together. The purpose for exposing 
young children to different methods is to encourage them to learn as 
many ways as they can to solve problems. The hope is when they get 
stuck, they can have another strategy to try before feeling overwhelmed.  
Also, there is no “wrong” way to help your child. 
 

Book groups are a neat way to go deeper with reading.  It does seem however 
that the time I proposed having these was not convenient for people’s schedules so 
I’m going to try again.  2:05-2:45 is a time that could work for these groups.  If there 
is a day that you could come in to work with a reading group in this timeframe, please 
let me know.  I will be touching base with our volunteer coordinator here at school as 
well and will hopefully have groups up and running soon. 

 
Another event that is important to the students is happening on Friday – our 

first Reading Celebration! It will be held at 2:00 in the MultiPurpose Room.  We are 
looking for volunteers to donate snacks (all four classes will attend, plus families), 
paper plates, cups and simple decorations such as balloons or streamers.  Also, 
anyone at all who could come set up the food on the back tables, and put up the 
streamers, etc., beginning at 1:45, would be welcome.  We will be teaching at that 
time, so won’t be able to set up. A few children from each room will be giving a brief 
30-second book talk on the stage with their class, and each child in the class will get 
to do a book talk once this year.  We look forward to hearing  Arthur, Georgio, 
Lucie C., Rosemary, Lilly, Maddie, Frank, Logan, and Oliver this 
week! 
  
General Information: 

• Specialists:  PE, S, M,PE, S 
• Wednesdays School Library 
• Wednesdays Walk to School 
• 12/2 Reading Celebration 2:00 
• 12/15 Public Library 10:30 
• 12/22 – 1/2/17 No School Winter Break 

 



Spelling Words: year, deer, ear, near, cheer, gear, clear, steer, peer, fear, things, think  
Vocabulary Words: danger, afraid, decide, surprise, peace 
 
Thanks, Mr. Budin 


